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The Scratching Post 
September, 2019 

Welcome Back to School! 
Banner County school started back up on Wednesday, August 14th. Students 

were excited to see their classmates and teachers. As the days have gone on, the 

students have begun to settle back into the routine of school, but they are also ad-

justing to the changes this year. A few of those changes include new schedules and 

teachers, however, the biggest change is a longer school day. The days are longer 

so that Fridays can be an optional enrichment school day. 

We are all eager to see what our OEF 

days will look like. In the mean time, 

the students and staff are getting back 

into the swing of things.  

 
Come Support the Home Team 

Friday, August 30th 
Banner County School at 7pm 

WarCats vs. Bayard Tigers 



P A G E  2  

 

T H E  S C R A T C H I N G  P O S T –  S E P T E M B E R ,  2 0 1 9  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 This school year is now in full swing and our cross country runners are preparing for 

their first starting line of the season on August 29th in Scottsbluff. This year 

our runners are: Senior- Deven Sullivan, Juniors- Cheyanne Knisley and 

Kathryn Blankenship, Sophomore- Lily Teeple, along with Junior High stu-

dents-    Nathan McGowan, Logan Mason, and Gabriel Teeple. I have had 

the opportunity to ask the  returning runners about their goals for this sea-

son. Deven’s goal is to earn state medals. Kathryn hopes to set new personal 

records. As for Gabriel and Logan, their goals are to run the course success-

fully and still have fun. Coach Gifford is hoping to help all of the runners 

achieve their goals. 

 
 
 
 

 It is now time for a second year of WarCat football as three of our boys 

make their way down to Leyton to co-op with the Warriors. This year’s War-

Cats are Austin Osborn, Alex Rundell, Kelton Conn, and Noah Yetter.  It takes 

a lot of time and dedication, to devote yourself to the long hours on the road 

to and from practice, getting home late, and still being ready for school the 

next day. “It takes a while to get used to, but after I got used to it, it's not so 

hard,” Alex said. He is looking forward to another year with the Warriors. He 

is setting his goals high as he hopes to be a starter in this year’s season. After 

seeing him in action last year, we can see that will be an easy goal to reach.  

"Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together 

is success." --Henry Ford 

Optional Enrichment Friday (OEF) 
About 60% of our BCS students “opted” to come to school on Friday, August 23rd for OEF. The Board’s decision to move to a 4-
day calendar is aligned to our school mission—to “prepare our students for the world of tomorrow!” On top of the core competen-
cies achieved in a rigorous academic program, our students need to enter the world of college or career with their eyes wide open. 
Our rapidly changing world challenges educators—especially educators in rural areas—to introduce students to a broad range of 
options. OEF provides time for personal learning and creative thinking that may: increase student engagement and persistence; de-
velop expressive language, collaboration, and problem-solving skills; and provide access to career exploration, in particular, careers 
in computer science and technology. The decision to go to a 4-Day week included gathering information from districts already on a 
4-Day week, referring to current research, and analyzing the fiscal impact. Surprisingly, districts that opt for a 4-day week do not 
realize significant cost savings. Teachers are contracted for a full week and buildings need to be heated or cooled, with or without 
students. Minor savings in transportation exist by reducing bus routes. OEF provides possibilities for our students and flexibility for 
our families. Our mission to prepare students for their future remains our commitment and our passion! 
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For clues you can look 

on the school website at 

www.bcswildcats.org  
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Summer Activities 
Students in grades 4-12 and staff members were surveyed on 
what they spent a majority of their time doing during summer 
vacation. Check out the results below. 

What you’ll need: 
½ cup warm water 
½ cup sugar 
2 TBSP INSTANT yeast 
2 cups HOT water 
¼ cup margarine 
1 TBSP salt 
6 ½ cups flour 

Recipe of the Month  

Lois Dillinger’s Famous Dinner Rolls 

 
1. In a large bowl add ½ cup warm water, 1 TBSP of INSTANT yeast, ½ 

cup sugar, and then 1 TBSP of INSTANT yeast (in that order). Let stand 
for 5 minutes. 
 

2. 2. In a 2 cup measurer, measure out 2 cups of HOT water and add ¼ cup 
margarine to it. Set aside. 
 

3. After yeast has grown in the large bowl, add 6 ½ cups of flour, 1 TBSP 
salt, and the 2 cups of HOT water/ margarine.  
 

4. Combine ingredients and knead for 5 minutes (I like using my Kitch-
enAid). If the dough is too sticky, add more flour. If too stiff, add warm 
water.  
 

5. After dough is as you like it, put 2 TBSP of vegetable oil in a large bowl 
and coat the sides of the bowl with the oil. Put dough in the bowl, cover, 
and let rise for 1 ½ to 2 hours. 
 

6. After dough has doubled in size, you can use the dough to make rolls, 
cinnamon rolls, etc... 

 For dinner rolls, let 

the dough raise for 1 
hour. Bake at 350° for 

15 minutes. 

 For cinnamon rolls, 
let raise 30 minutes. 

Bake at 350° for 20 
minutes.  

 Scratching Post Staff 
 

Introducing Haddie 

Grubbs. 
 

Haddie is a junior this year at 

Banner County School. She 

also works on the school 

newsletter. If you have any 

ideas for news articles, let her 

know. Thank 

you, Haddie, 

for all of your 

hard work on 

this and 

upcoming 

newsletters.  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
August 12, 2019 
New Board Member, Bret Jeffries took the Oath of Office and his seat as a Board member. 
President Johnson revised Committee Appointments and Committee chairs. 

Awards and Recognitions 
President Johnson commended all of the Banner County students who participated in the 4H Kimball-
Banner Fair.  
Tucker Haug - Grand Champion market swine, Reserve Champion swine showmanship 
Helen Hein - Grand Champion rate of gain for beef 
Courtney Rundell - Grand Champion swine management contest 
Alex Rundell - Reserve Champion swine management contest 
Joe Cross - First Purple for his steer 
Mycala Jones - Grand Champion showmanship, Reserve Champion Rabbit 
Riley Jones - Purple in showmanship, Blue rabbit.  
Several other BCS students achieved ribbons at the fair – they will be on the September agenda. 
The next regular meeting is September 9th, 2019, 7:00 PM, which will include the Special Hearing to Set 
Final Tax Request and the Budget Hearing for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Complete Minutes of the August 12, 2019 BOE Meeting can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

Grammar Error!!! 
My thanks to the Banner County patron who called my attention to a grammatical error in our last newslet-
ter! In my haste to publish (without the keen proof-reading assistance of Mrs. Lease!), I used a subject pro-
noun in an objective position. The sentence should have read:  
 

Thank you for welcoming Richard and me into your community! 
NOT  

Thank you for welcoming Richard and I into your community! 
 

It is important that all communication from the school is grammatically correct. In this case, the error did not 
essentially change the meaning of my sentence, but it modeled incorrect usage of subject/object pronouns.  

~Dr. Browne 

 

ANNUAL ASBESTOS NOTIFICATION 

 
The Federal Government and the State of Nebraska require that all patrons and staff of each school have an opportunity 
to view the Schools Asbestos Management Plan for each building within the district.  Please be advised that the Asbes-
tos management Plan for Banner County School District is on file in the Superintendent’s office and is available for 
public inspection at any time with proper 48 hour notice.   
This school is required to conduct an AHERA inspection every three years by a certified inspector.  The inspection re-
ports are available by request in the Superintends office.  Every six months, the school is required to survey the asbes-
tos material to ensure there is no change or damage to the material. 
Asbestos contacting material is located in the following areas; 

East entry to old gym (friable; closed and sealed to the public) 
All 9”x9” floor tile (non-friable) 
Transit in kitchen, entry doors, science room (non-friable) 

On February 21, 2017 an AHERA inspection was performed by Enviro Tech, Inc. based out of Scottsbluff, Nebraska.  
All of the locations listed above containing asbestos materials were inspected producing favorable results. 
There has been no fiber release during the past year.  If you have any questions, please contact Tod Wenger, Designat-
ed Person or Dr. Evelyn Browne, Superintendent.  
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